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In so far as he himself was concerned, General Debeney
has told me in detail what opposition he had to conquer,
how personally he overcame the hostility of M. Poincaxe
by demonstrating to him, Lorrainer that he was, that the
fortification would .spare the greater part of Eastern
France the horrors of invasion. He told me, too, what
decisive support was given him by M. Doumergue, then
President of the Republic, who showed himself at once a
determined champion of the project. At Cabinet meet-
ings and by his talks with members of Parliament,
M. Doumergue busied himself discreetly in disarming
opposition. Let this homage be paid to him in passing !
Mobilisation had been carried out " under good con-
ditions " ; at least, so they said. They always say that.
It's a rite. Moreover, it had not been disturbed in any
way, since Hitler had decided to throw the full extent of
his efforts into the onrush on Poland, and to stay on the
defensive in the West. In spite of numerous deficiencies,
notably in clothes, stores and blankets, whereby the
Quartermaster General's Department remained true to
its time-honoured reputation for red tape, negligence and
slowness, French opinion and opinion abroad were at
one, though with certain doubts in France, in reckoning
on the legendary worth of the French army.
Rightly or wrongly, some generals have a reputation
which is spread far and wide by currents of unknown
origin, and the Generalissimo himself, General Gamelin,
enjoyed the celebrity proper to a Commander-in-Chief,
whose photograph appeared in cinemas on the morrow of
military reviews, and whose name occurred frequently in
the papers in connection with official meetings such as
those of the Councils of National Defence, of the War
Committees, and especially of the Anglo-French conferences
in London and Paris.
Seen at a distance, he inspired sympathy, thanks to a
countenance at once serious and modest, around which,
in the eyes of those who looked at it, his title and his